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USAID Kyrgyzstan has had a very busy September-October this year. We hope you will enjoy reading about some
of the many activities we manage in Bishkek, in coordination with the Kyrgyz Government, other donors, local
community groups, NGOs and others including the larger American Embassy team here. Special thanks also
goes out to the contractors and grantees we work closely with in the Kyrgyz Republic; some of their hard work is
reflected in the news items below.

Best regards,
Carey N. Gordon, USAID Representative, Kyrgyz Republic

USAID Stimulates Economic Development in Kara-Balta. On September 9,
USAID Representative to Kyrgyzstan, Carey Gordon, USAID/Washington Office
Director for South and Central Asia, Kathleen McDonald, and the Mayor of Kara-
Balta, Daniyar Shabdanov, made opening remarks and cut the ribbon for the
refurbished conference hall in Kara-Balta. The USAID Local Development Program
sponsored this rehabilitation, in cooperation with Kara-Balta city administration and
private sector sponsors, including 10 large and medium-sized businesses from
Kara-Balta. The conference hall will be used both by the private sector and the
municipality to promote Kara-Balta as an investment destination and consequently
improve municipal services, increase the effectiveness of municipal assets and
stimulate economic growth in the city. Photo: (from left to right) The Mayor of Kara-Balta, Daniyar Shabdanov, USAID
Representative to Kyrgyzstan, Carey N. Gordon, Katie McDonald, USAID/Washington Office Director, South and Central
Asia, and Ken Nachbar, Chief of Party of the USAID Local Development Program

USAID Supports Transparent and Open Competition for Job Opportunities in
Kyrgyzstan. On September 9, USAID Representative Carey Gordon and Vice Prime
Minister for Social Affairs Ibraghim Zhunusov made opening remarks at the national
job fair "Future Workforce of Kyrgyzstan 2011" held in Bishkek. The fair was organized
by the Ministry of Labor, Employment and Migration and the Eurasia Foundation of
Central Asia, with USAID support. More than 2,500 . .
job-seekers attended the fair where they met :
representatives of 54 private, public and

‘ international companies. Over 5,500 vacancies with ;‘-
varlous quallflcatlon criteria were presented to job seekers. Over 1,000 people received
one-to-one career advice and attended master classes on resume writing, interview skills
and personal presentation. The job fair organizers paid special attention to emphasized
job seekers with disabilities. Photo left: Attendees at the Future Workforce of Kyrgyzstan
2011 job fair; Photo right: Over 70 disabled job seekers received career advice

USAID Quality Health Care Project Supports Training Courses. On September
12-13 in Bishkek and on September 15-16 in Osh, the USAID Quality Health Care
Project supported training courses on HIV voluntary counseling and testing for 50
healthcare workers from primary health care facilities, hospitals, AIDS centers,
and substance abuse centers. The USAID training course is focused on improving
communication skills to identify individuals at risk for HIV and encourage them to
undergo voluntary counseling and testing. Increased knowledge of status among
at-risk populations results in a higher likelihood of commencement of treatment

! and positive behavior change at an earlier stage of infections. This contributes to
the reductlon in transmission of HIV. Over the next four years, the USAID Quality Health Care Project will be working to
improve the health status of Central Asians by building the capacity of public health systems to better meet the needs of
vulnerable groups and improve the response of national public health bodies to regional health priorities, especially in
regard to HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. Photo: Health workers attending the training course on voluntary counseling and
training




USAID Improves Access to Healthcare Services to Communities in Osh. In

- September, USAID awarded a $232,841 grant to increase access to essential medical
services and mental health counseling in the areas most affected by the June 2010

P4+ violence in Osh. The project is implemented by CitiHope International and will target its
i8¢ support to communities which were affected during last year’s violence. CitiHope will
identify residents with chronic diseases and injuries left untreated since the June 2010
& | conflict. The assistance package will include transportation services, referral to medical
B8"  specialists and assistance with disability documents. Psychotherapists and
psychologists will offer on-the-spot counseling. Photo: Children in the conflict-affected
communities attend psycho-social support sessions

Judicial Vetting Hotline Launched. In late September an ad hoc union of 14 civic
activists, entrepreneurs and lawyers launched a nation-wide telephone hotline “The
Citizen’s Council to Control Court System (CCCCS)”, with support from USAID/OTI.
The goal of the hotline is to solicit public concerns regarding the ethical behavior of
judges nominated for positions on the local, supreme and constitutional courts. The
hotline will allow citizens across the country to report alleged abuses and other
concerns about judges that have been nominated for various positions. This grant will
R ———— improve accountability of the court system by increasing citizen awareness of and
whs | [@ 905-122 engagement in the process of nominating, screening and selecting judges.
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UNICEF in Partnership with USAID Conducts a Safety Assessment of
School Buildings. On September 18, UNICEF launched the "Reducing
Vulnerability of Children to Disasters in Kyrgyzstan" project, funded by USAID.
The $1 million project will support the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic in
helping to ensure the safety of children in educational institutions during natural
disasters throughout the country. By the end of 2012, a comprehensive
assessment of all school buildings’ safety and preparedness for natural disasters
will be conducted based on methodology developed by UNICEF. The
assessment’s results, recommendations and analytical report will serve as the
basis for developing a three-year national program to repair and strengthen the construction of schools and preschools
throughout the Kyrgyz Republic. Photo left: Representatives of the Kyrgyz
Government, civil society and donor organizations participated in the
conference; Photo right: (from left to right) Guljigit Aliev, Deputy Minister of
Education, Jonathan Veitch, UNICEF Representative, Tatiana Ten, UNICEF
Program Manager, and Fatima Kasmahunova, USAID/Kyrgyzstan Public
Outreach Coordinator made opening remarks at the conference

USAID Supports National TB Program. On September 12-16, the Quality Healthcare
Project in partnership with Dialogue on HIV and TB Project held a five-day workshop n
Bishkek to develop and revise the strategy to overcome barriers in TB control in Kyrgyzstan.
The workshop targeted representatives of health care sector, health promotion
organizations, NGOs and mass media. The final strategy will be presented to the Kyrgyz
Coordination Council on TB Control and will become an integral component of the National
TB Control Program. Photo: Participants of the workshop contributed their concerns and
suggestions on how to address barriers and gaps in combating TB

“ USAID Provides Space for Multi-Ethnic Activities and Interaction. On September

14, USAID/OTI, in partnership with the Russian Consulate in Osh and the State
. Directorate for Reconstruction and Development, dedicated the rehabilitated Youth
Sports Center in Osh. Osh province Vice Governor Talaai Zekirov and Osh Vice Mayor
Hodjaev joined USAID/OTI Representative Ashley Moretz and Russian Consul General
Barsukov in opening the facility by launching a province-wide volleyball tournament in
the renovated sports hall. In addition, USAID contributed funds to rehabilitate eight
tennis courts and a public soccer field near the sport complex, and installed a new

“ children’s play-ground to provide access to public spaces for multi-ethnic activities. The
program is part of a campaign to encourage positive interaction among Osh’s multi-ethnic residents in the aftermath of civil
unrest in June 2010. Photo: Ashley Moretz, USAID/OTI Representative and Mr. Barsukov, Russian Consul General
greeting each other at the dedication



USAID Helps to Improve Food Security in Kyrgyzstan. On September 23,
USAID’s Kyrgyz Agro-Input Enterprise Development Project, in cooperation with
Eurasia Group KG, organized a farmer field day at the Bay farm in the Kyrgyz village
of Luxembourg. More than 100 farmers from Sokuluk, Kemin, Issyk-Ata and
Alamedin districts and representatives of local government, rural extension services,
regional agricultural departments and service providers acquired knowledge on
integrated crop management and improved cultivation of winter wheat. John Deere

1 agricultural machinery was displayed at the event. Participants saw demonstration of
! ‘ minimum tillage and no-till technology, as well as seeding of winter wheat with
|mproved seedlng machines. Farmer field days are important venues to transfer technical and management knowledge to
the farmers, which in turn helps them to increase yields and productivity thus contributing directly to improving food security
in Kyrgyzstan. Photo: Students of the Agrarian University of Kyrgyzstan inspect the modern agricultural equipment during
KAED farmer field day

e USAID Sponsored Conference on Kyrgyz Industry. On September 27-28 the USAID Local
T Development Program, in partnership with German GlZ, conducted a two-day conference in
oy Bishkek to develop a strategy for Kyrgyz industry. The conference was called “Is There a

oo Future for Kyrgyz Industry? Development of a Policy for Global Competitiveness,” and was
attended by government officials, including the Minister of Economic Regulation, Uchkunbek

Tashbaev, Deputy Minister of Economic Regulation, Oleg Pankratov, and other local and

international experts. The proceedings sparked vigorous debate and brought up important

policy issues that need to be tackled by both the government and the private sector in order to
increase the competitiveness of Kyrgyz industry. Photo: Ken Nachbar, Chief of Party, USAID

Local Development Program and UchkunbekTashbaev, Minister of Economic Regulation

Equipment Provided for Leading Elections Observation Team. Following the July robbery of the offices of Taza
Shailoo, a leading civil society coalition committed to ensuring transparent elections, USAID/OT] initiated a project to
rapidly replace computers and other vital office equipment necessary for the coalition to effectively observe the presidential
election. The observation of the Presidential election on October 30 by this coalition and other local and international
observers helped increase the public’s confidence in and reaction to the electoral process.

USAID Launches Interactive Map. In October, USAID/OTI launched an online, interactive
map to provide comprehensive overview of the socio-economic issues that are at the root
of tensions and conflict within the Kyrgyz portion of Fergana Valley. By synthesizing
existing research and gathering micro- and macro-level socio-economic information,
USAID/OTI’s partner ACTED produced an analysis and a series of interactive, multi-
layered maps of the targeted area. This study will inform programming and magnify the
impact of all domestic and international actors working to mitigate conflict, support good
governance, and promote stability in southern Kyrgyzstan. The maps can be accessed at
http://www.reach-initiative.kg/. Photo: The interactive map is user-friendly and provides
updated information on socio-economic circumstances by geographical location

USAID Provides Information Technology Equipment to Parliamentary Committee.
On September 28, USAID provided information technology equipment to assist and
upgrade the work of the Parliament’s Committee for Economic Strategy, Investment
I Policy and Tourism. This assistance was provided to help address equipment-related
challenges faced by the Parliament due to the widespread looting and theft of office
equipment during the April 2010 revolution. The
equipment was procured through the Kyrgyzstan
Parliamentary Strengthening Program and the
Regional Trade Liberalization and Customs Reform
: Program. Photo left: Tania d’Allones Chief of Party
of RTLC PrOject hands over equipment to MP Abdyjapar Bekmatov, Deputy Chair,
Kyrgyz Parliament Committee for Economic Strategy, Investment Policy and Tourism
Deputy; Photo right: Donated equipment being inspected by the Parliament
Committee members




USAID Rehabilitates School in Naryn. On October 1, U.S. Ambassador Pamela L.
Spratlen joined Naryn municipal government officials and the local community to dedicate
the opening of the rehabilitated School # 5. USAID's Office of Transmon In|t|at|ves
rehabilitated the school in response to Naryn community 4 Bl § '
priorities. With USAID/OTI assistance new windows in the
three-story school building were installed and the school
was fenced, thereby increasing the school’s capacity to
host local sports competitions and extracurricular
activities. Photo left: Ambassador Spratlen makes opening remarks at the dedication of the
school; Photo right: Ambassador Spratlen touring the rehabilitated school with local officials

Ministry of Education and Science of Kyrgyzstan Appreciates USAID Support
to Education Sector. On October 4, the official Teachers’ Day in Kyrgyzstan, the
Minister of Education, Mr. Sadykov, and his staff visited the USAID Quality
Learning Project and awarded two of its staff with the Kyrgyz Government’s award
for “Excellence in Education” and honorary diplomas. USAID also works in
partnership with the Ministry of Health, Kyrgyz Academy of Education, and the
Ministry of Finance, as well as with school administrations across the country to
improve the quality of basic education. Photo: Minister of Education Sydykov
hands an award to Jyldyz Uzbekova, Specialist of the USAID Quality Learning
Project

USAID Ensures Robust Statistical Election Observation Mission. In preparation for
the Presidential election held on October 30, USAID/OTI committed resources to ensure
that the largest domestic civil society observation mission was sufficiently robust to
permit the use of statistically-based observation thereby widening the scope,
strengthening the veracity, and improving citizen confidence in the observation results.
To address the potential for electoral fraud, manipulation and violence, the Coalition for
Democracy and Civil Society carried out a domestic election observation effort that
included strengthened long-term observation and statistically based observations in 500
voting locations during the campaign and election period. These funds augmented the

: existing assistance provided by USAID, DFID, OSCE and a number of other donors.
Addmonal fundlng covered communication costs of long- and short-term observers, honoraria for Coalition staff in Bishkek
and rental of Central Data Center. Photo: Boosting electoral accountability through support to domestic election observers

USAID Supports Soccer Tournament to Build Trust between Youth. On October 4,
USAID/OTI, through the local NGO Erep and the Kyrgyzstan Football Federation, kicked
off a two-month soccer tournament with the participation of 25 teams including 210
young men and 28 young women, aged 14-28,
from 21 neighborhoods of Bishkek'’s socio-
economically marginalized communities. This

! project aims to build trust between youth from
different groups, as well as local and national
government entities and will reduce the
likelihood of disaffected youth being involved in potential violence before, during
and after Presidential elections. Photos: The kick-off tournament was held at the
sport field rehabilitated with USAID/OTI funds earlier this year

USAID Celebrates Its 50th Anniversary. On October 11, U.S. Ambassador to
Kyrgyzstan, Pamela L. Spratlen, hosted a reception to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of USAID, with over 120 Kyrgyz Government and donor representatives,
local and international companies, and civil society representatives attending.
Ambassador Spratlen, USAID Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Asia
Bureau, Denise Rollins, and the Head of Administration of the President of the Kyrgyz
Republic, Emilbek S. Kaptagaev, made opening remarks and highlighted the milestones
and impact achieved by USAID worldwide and in Kyrgyzstan over the last 18 years.
Photo left: (right to left) Denise Rollins making opening remarks, Ambassador Pamela
Spratlen, Kyial Arabaeva, and Emil Kaptagaev




USAID Provides Funds to Establish and Equip the Mady Passport Office. On
October 12, USAID representatives and local government officials opened the
rehabilitated Passport Office in Mady village, located in Osh province, which was
destroyed during the June 2010 conflict. The reopened Office will reduce the obstacles
and time for obtaining internal passports and other key iR
documents necessary for accessing critical government
services. Denise Rollins, USAID Senior Deputy
Assistant Administrator for the Asia Bureau, took part in
the ribbon-cutting ceremony as part of her official visit to
Kyrgyzstan. Photo left: Denise Rollins hands over
equipment to a Passport Department employee; Photo right: Residents of Mady village
greet USAID and local government officials with locally-baked bread

USAID Helps to Restore Citizen Confidence through Improved Traffic Lights. On
October 12, USAID, through its Office of Transition Initiatives, presented a $155,971
grant to the Osh municipality for the improvement of traffic light services. Denise Rollins,
USAID Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for the Asia Bureau, part|C|pated in the
grant signing ceremony as part of her official visit to the
Kyrgyz Republic along with Rustam Mirzamatov, Vice
Mayor of Osh. Damage from ethnic conflict in June 2010
and outdated technology had rendered traffic light
services ineffective. Osh municipal government will
commit approximately $196,000 to install traffic lights and
procure compatible pedestrian crosswalk signals to complement USAID’s investments.
Photo left: Denise Rollins and Rustam Mirzamatov, ViceMayor of Osh, signing the grant
agreement; Photo right: USAID and Osh municipality representative exchanging the signed
grant agreements
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USAID Starts New Economic Policy Reform Project “REFORMA” On September 26, USAID signed an award with
Deloitte Consulting LLP for the purpose of improving livelihoods opportunities within a supportive macro- and micro-
economic environment. The three-year $7.7 million program will work to increase human and institutional capacity of select
government agencies and private sector organizations. The project is designed to continue the successful reform efforts
started by three previous USAID projects including Business Environment Improvement, Economic Reforms to Enhance
Competitiveness, and Regional Trade Liberalization and Customs Projects which ended in September.

' USAID and UNICEF Open a Youth Center in Jalal-Abad. On October 13,
USAID/QOTI, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Ministry of Youth and local
government representatives opened a newly renovated Youth Center in the city of
% Jalal-Abad. This joint project, funded by USAID and the UN Peace Building Fund,
aims to provide a more conducive space for young people in Jalal-Abad to engage in
constructive activities, including computer and language Ve 1
training, as well as seminars on conflict resolution and
peace building, volunteerism, leadership, and other areas
of interest for young people. Photo left: UNICEF,
USAID/OTI and local officials are cutting the ribbon to

o open the Youth Center; Photo right: Youth of Jalal-Abad
now have access to computer skills training

USAID Supports Policy Seminar on Employment Opportunities for People with Disabilities.
On October 17, the Kyrgyz Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights, Equal Opportunities, and
Public Associations, with support from the USAID Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Strengthening Program,
held a policy seminar on a draft law addressing more effective implementation of measures for
employment of persons with disabilities. According to the proposed amendments, the relevant

. provisions of the draft law will include employment quotas for persons with disabilities in the private

| sector. The seminar was part of the process to develop a consensus M?
on effective measures for the amendment and more meaningful | ‘ i
implementation of the existing law "On the Rights and Guarantees of
Persons with Disabilities.” Photo left: Kyrgyz Government and civil
society representatives, including disabled people, at the seminar;
Photo right: Presidium and participants of the seminar propose
suggestions where private businesses will share the responsibility for
employment of persons with disabilities
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Parliamentary Hearing on Simplification of Passport Issuance. On October 18,
the Kyrgyz Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights, Equal Opportunity and Public
Associations, with support from the USAID Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Strengthening
Program, conducted a hearing on the process and procedures involved in issuing
passports to Kyrgyzstani citizens. The parliamentary hearing considered the steps
necessary for simplifying the issuance of Kyrgyzstani passports as a means for
promoting better access to state services and guaranteeing the legal right of
Kyrgyzstani citizens to freedom of movement. Photo: Participants proposed
measures to simplify the procedure for obtaining passports in Kyrgyzstan

Public-Private Partnerships Help Improve Facilities for Children. On October 19,
representatives from local government, the U.S. Government, and the Hyatt Regency
Bishkek celebrated the opening of the newly rehabilitated orphanage in the village of
Krasnaya Rechka. This orphanage’s rehabilitation was a community-driven initiative,
supported by the local government in partnership with the U.S. Government and
Hyatt Regency Bishkek, to provide a safer learning environment for its children.
 USAID's Office of Transition Initiatives administered
the funds to renovate the primary school’s building
structure, including its walls, ceilings, floors, windows

=% and doors, as well as the heating and electrical
systems. The project also provided classroom furniture, including desks, chairs, shelves,
and sofas for the common room; and installed three large gazebos to provide space for
children and staff to interact and engage in outdoor activities. Photo left: U.S. Ambassador
Spratlen is greeted by the students of the orphanage; Photo right: U.S. Ambassador
Spratlen visits with primary school students in the renovated classroom

USAID Promotes Foreign Direct Investment to the Kyrgyz Republic. On October 26-27,
the USAID Local Development Program conducted a seminar on local economic
development and foreign direct investment for 25 specialists, representing local
governments, provincial administrations, the Ministry of Economic Regulation and the
National Agency for Local Governments of the Kyrgyz Republic. This educational program
was aimed at building the capacity of government officials to identify investment and
marketing opportunities that will attract foreign direct investment to Kyrgyzstan. An eight-
month program will consist of five seminars to be conducted from October 2011 to May
2012. The program includes a visit to selected post-Soviet

: countries that have had success in attracting foreign direct
investment. The participants will meet with municipal representatives from relevant
departments, as well as with managers from private developers of industrial zones and
foreign investors. Program participants will develop ready-to-implement investment projects
for municipal properties, such as creating economic zones for industrial development. Photo
left: Pert Adamek, International Expert on Attracting Foreign Direct Investmen;. Photo right:
Dusan Kulka, International Expert on Attracting Foreign Direct Investment, CEO, Senior
Consultant, Berman Group

USAID Supports Judicial Reforms. On October 27, USAID/Washington Senior
Democracy and Governance Advisor Gavin Helf officially launched a five-year Judicial
Strengthening Program worth approximately $5 million with the International
Development Law Organization (IDLO) as the implementer and co-sponsor of the
project. The program is aimed at improving the judicial independence, effectiveness, and
integrity of the judiciary, as well as improving the judicial personnel system, internal
judicial management, strengthening the rule of law and decreasing corruption. The
Supreme Court was represented at the press conference by the Deputy Chairperson of the Judicial Council and Deputy
Chief of the Supreme Court Apparatus, who highlighted the importance of the project and its timeliness to assist the
judiciary with moving forward with the reforms previously initiated by USAID via the Millennium Challenge Account
Threshold Program. Photo: (left to right) Gavin Helf, Senior Democracy and Governance Advisor, USAID/Washington,
Dastanbai Aijigitov, Deputy Chair Person of the Judicial Council, Fred Huston, Regional Advisor, IDLO, Gulbara Kalieva,
Deputy Head of the Supreme Court Apparatus, and AKlpress Press Conference Coordinator




USAID Provides Information Portal for Promotion of Education and Youth
Employment. On October 28, USAID announced the creation of an information portal
to inform youth about education and employment opportunities and enable cross-
institutional cooperation in education, employment and youth policy. The portal will
create a common platform for direct interaction between the career support centers,
universities, technical colleges, employers, ministries and agencies, and provide a
convenient mechanism for direct exchange of student and employer information
through a constantly updated database of resumes and jobs. It will provide
information on subsidized education loans and allow users to calculate potential loan
repayments. Thanks to this website, any job seeker can contact career support
centers free of charge and receive training according to the demands of the job market, as well as take part in internship
programs. Photo: Erkin Konurbaev, Project Management Specialist on Education, USAID presents the portal

Kyrgyz Republic Joins Regional Anti-Trafficking Regional Initiative. USAID and its
implementing partner, the International Organization for Migration, launched the
Kyrgyzstan component of the regional Anti-Trafficking Project in Central Asia. As part of
this initiative, a large-scale information campaign with the message “Beware of Human

s Trafficking. Let's Stop Trafficking!” will be conducted in Kyrgyzstan with the support of
local NGOs and communities. More than 40,000 leaflets and brochures descrlblng legal
forms of labor migration and the protection of
migrants’ rights will be distributed throughout
Kyrgyzstan. The IOM will also provide legal support
to victims of trafficking who seek prosecution against
their recruiters and traffickers. USAID and the IOM launched this three-year regional
project in June 2010, in four Central Asian Republics. The project was extended to the
Kyrgyz Republic in October 2011. Photo left: Outreach workers distributing brochures
and leaflets among labor migrants leaving Bishkek for Russia. Photo right: An
informational campaign at the rail station in Bishkek

USAID Helps Kyrgyzstan to Fight Tuberculosis. In October USAID launched a five-year
regional TB CARE project aimed at improving access to quality tuberculosis prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment services in Central Asia. With TB CARE’s support for enhanced
capacity of the National TB Program and Ministry of Health, the Government of Kyrgyzstan
will be able to scale up its management of drug-resistant TB in the prison system,
strengthen laboratory management, improve clinical management of TB/HIV co-infection,
and introduce international standards of infection control. Photo left: Partners and
stakeholders at the project launch

For more information about USAID in Kyrgyzstan contact:
USAID/Kyrgyzstan Representative: Carey N. Gordon, cagordon@usaid.gov

USAID/Washington Kyrgyzstan Desk Officer: Eric Rudenshiold, erudenshiold@usaid.gov

USAID/Kyrgyzstan Public Outreach Coordinator: Fatima Kasmahunova, fkasmahunova@usaid.gov

Website: http://kyrgyzstan.usaid.gov/kyrgyzstan

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/USAID.Central.Asian.Republics
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/USAIDCentralAsianRep
Foreign Assistance Dashboard: http://www.foreignassistance.gov

Kyrgyz Farmers, a Model Partnership: http://www.usaid.gov/press/frontlines/fl novi1/FL novll 50 KYRGYZSTAN.html




