
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Municipalities Are Ready to Respond
 

Local Administrations Are 
Better Prepared to Manage 
Zoonotic Emergencies 

Baimbet Murataliev, Director-General of 
the Kyrgyzstan State Veterinary Depart-
ment. Photo: Winrock 

“The veterinary service of 
Kyrgyzstan has signifi-
cantly benefited from 
USAID trainings. Our ex-
perts feel empowered by 
new knowledge and best 
practices they obtained.”  

-Baimbet Murataliyev, Director-
General of State Veterinary De-
partment of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Water Resources and 
Processing Industry. 

USAID worked with local veterinary, human health, and government 
specialists to empower them to take over the responsibility for re-
sponse to dangerous diseases. 

Like many other parts of the country’s government, Kyrgyzstan’s vet-
erinary system is undergoing major restructuring over the past several 
years. In an effort to decentralize governance, some of the veterinary 
service responsibilities were transferred to local administrations. For 
example, the heads of the local administrations were put in charge of 
establishing and managing an inter-agency task force to respond to 
dangerous zoonotic diseases within their administrative territories.  

Since local officials never dealt with such issues before, they had nei-
ther had sufficient knowledge nor skills to embrace their new responsi-
bilities. The local level veterinary and health experts, in their turn, 
lacked knowledge on the highly pathogenic strain of the Avian Influ-
enza, H5N1, which is one of the main dangers to the region, or other 
zoonotic diseases, to effectively assist local governments.  

To fill this gap in the local-level skills and knowledge, STOP AI project 
designed a special training on biosecurity and outbreak response for 
district-level specialists. To deliver the training, the USAID project part-
nered with the World Bank and the Government of Kyrgyzstan. To-
gether, the partners organized trainings in all 7 provinces and 43 
districts of the country. More than one thousand veterinary and human 
health experts, along with emergency services specialists and local 
level administration officials completed these courses. 

Our veterinary service has tremendously benefited from our partner-
ship with the USAID STOP AI Project”, said Murataliev Baimbet, Head 
of State Veterinary services of Kyrgyz Republic. “Our experts feel em-
powered by new knowledge and best practices they obtained,” he said.  

Kyrgyz local-level veterinary and health specialists as well as local ad-
ministrations now have a much better understanding how to organize 
the control of dangerous zoonotic diseases. The training program has 
familiarized these specialists with their roles and responsibilities in en-
suring control of dangerous diseases and helped identify ways to coor-
dinate the process among various services. Participation in the training 
alongside technical specialists has also enabled the local governments 
to establish a more effective working relationship with the veterinary 
and health services.  

The project has also trained 30 master-trainers to continue sharing 
their knowledge and skills to their colleagues country wide and act as 
technical experts to the local governments. “It has been a sound con-
tribution to enhancing the cooperation on a rayon level,” said Murata-
liev. 




